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“This course was a great reminder to put my students 

first, and had some good ideas for how to do it.” 
                                                                   – Roberto L. 

Teachers committed to real development in their students 
look forward to lively, stimulating and effective learning 
environments where their students are self-motivated, able 
to build on what they already know and equipped for the 
real-world. The Student-centered Learning approach 
provides a fitting framework for building such an 
environment that shifts focus from the basic implementation 
of standardized curriculum and assignments, to a more 
creative, organic facilitation of subject content and student 
activity. 

This course presents resources, research-validated 
strategies and practical examples to equip teachers with the 
necessary toolkit to seamlessly turn their classrooms into 
student-centered environments. Some questions answered 
in this course include – Why is there a need for teachers and 
schools to change their approach to education? How does the Student-centered Learning approach 
compliment achieving the Common Core standards? What is the teacher’s role in this new learning 
environment?  

This course also details principles of Student-centered Learning. It includes a comparison of teacher-led 
classrooms and student-centered classrooms, developing student-centered objectives, facets of 
understanding, practical teaching methods that can be used, and several online tools that will help achieve 
success. 

Standards:  

This course aligns to the INTASC Standards including Learner Development, Learning Environments, Content 
Knowledge, Application of Content, Assessment, Planning for Instruction and Instructional Strategies. 

It also aligns to all of the McRel Teacher Evaluation Standards including Teacher Leadership, Diverse Learners, 

Teachers Know Content, Teachers Facilitate Learning and Teachers Analyze and Reflect. 

  Each online PD course includes: 

• Convenient access anytime, anywhere, any device  

• Interactive online textbook 

• Implement practical suggestions immediately 

• Demonstrate comprehension with quizzes and checks for understanding 

• Print certificates of completion 

• Easily assign courses to align with each teacher’s personalized PD needs 

• Integrate with school and district-wide initiatives 

• Low cost solution for all courses, all teachers, all school year 

• Reports for school administrators 
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Course Outline 

LESSON 1: Introduction to Student-centered Learning 
 

 Meaning, characteristics and principles of Student-centered Learning 

 Comparison between teacher-led and student-centered approaches 

 Dispelling myths regarding student-centered classrooms 

 Student-centered Learning and the standards 
 

LESSON 2: Setting Objectives and Providing Feedback in the SCL Classroom 
 

 Developing student-centered learning objectives 

 Facets of understanding 

 Staying on track through learning logs 

 Assessment and feedback techniques 
 
LESSON 3: SCL Strategies for the Classroom  
 

 Understanding the teacher’s role in a student-centered classroom 

 Teaching and learning methods  

 Ensuring student motivation 

 Classroom strategies for integrating SCL techniques 
 
LESSON 4: Setting up for Success 
 

 Potential of technology in key areas of learning 

 Tools that enhance learning in student-centered classrooms 

 Getting parents involved in learning 

 Extending learning opportunities outside of school hours 
 

 


